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Helmdon Primary School

Homework Policy

Introduction

The school policy for homework was developed and agreed by the whole staff and has the full agreement of the Governing Body. 
Aims

Through this policy we aim to:

Ensure that parents are clear about what their child is expected to do.

Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school.

Use homework as a tool to help continue to raise standards of attainment.

Improve the quality of the learning experience offered to pupils and to extend it beyond the classroom environment.

Provide opportunities for parents, children and the school to work together in partnership in relation to children’s learning.

Encourage pupils and their parents to share and enjoy learning experiences.

Encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline and creativity
needed to study independently.

To prepare Year 6 pupils for the transfer to secondary school.

Recommended Time Allocation

Homework should never be too onerous nor should it ever create stress within the pupil’s family. If parents have any concerns they should not hesitate to contact the school.

The following are government recommendations as appropriate time allocations for homework activities.

Years 1 and 2 - 1 hour per week

Years 3 and 4 - 1.5 hours per week

Years 5 and 6 - 30 minutes per day

Even if a specific homework task is not set by the teacher, the expectation is that pupils and parents will follow the guidelines on the recommended daily exercises for the child’s key stage such as reading, spellings, times tables.

Homework Tasks

Listed below are our expectations 
Foundation stage - Reception

Your child should be:

· Reading or sharing a school book each evening which should be recorded in their reading record.
· Counting up and down eg, stairs (counting to 20 and back)
· Reciting nursery and counting rhymes

· Practising writing numbers to 10. 

· Dressing and undressing independently and tying shoe laces
Key Stage 1 - Year One and Two

· Reading a school book each evening which should be recorded in their reading record.

· Practising their spellings

· Practising their number bonds to 10 and 20 (yr 1)
· Practising doubles (yr 1)

· Practising 2,5 and 10 X tables (yr 2)

· Real life numeracy problems e.g. using money (shopping), cooking (weights and measures), telling the time

Lower Key Stage 2 - Years Three and Four

· Reading each evening, participating in the Accelerated Reader system if they are on it.
· Practising their spellings

· Practising to ensure mastery of X tables up to 12.
· Completing any additional numeracy and literacy tasks set by class teacher. 

Upper Key Stage 2 - Year Five and Six

· Reading each evening and participating in the Accelerated Reader system.
· Practising their spellings

· Practising to ensure quick recall of times tables up to 12.
· Completing any additional numeracy and literacy tasks set by class teacher. 
Occasional Creative Homework

When appropriate the teacher may set creative homework. The children will have a choice of activities to complete and several weeks to do it. This will be optional.

Role of the Class Teacher

* To provide an explanation of homework tasks to parents when necessary and give guidance of how they might assist their child.  

*To reward and praise children who regularly complete homework tasks to a high standard.

*To mark homework and give feedback to pupils.

*To comment on homework in reports referring to effort and attainment or to the amount of reading done by children in the EYFS.

Role of the Head teacher and Governing Body

*To check compliance of the Policy.

* To meet and talk with parents when appropriate.

* To discuss with staff how far the policy is being successfully implemented.

* Inform new parents to the school so that they are aware of the home/school agreement and what it entails.

Role of Parents/Carers

*To sign a home school agreement dealing with homework.

* To support the school by ensuring that their child attempts the homework.

* To provide a suitable place for their child to carry out their homework.

*To encourage and praise their child when they have completed their homework.

*To become actively involved and support their child with homework activities.

*To make it clear that they value homework and they support the school by

explaining how it can help learning.

At Helmdon Primary School we are very keen for parents to support and help their children with homework. We take the view that children are likely to get more out of an activity if parents get involved as long as they do not take over too much.

However, there are times when we will want to see what children can do on their own. It is particularly important, as they get older, for children to become increasingly independent in their learning. If a parent is unsure about what their role should be, they should discuss it with their child's teacher.

Racial Equality & Equal Opportunities

All children have equal access and inclusive rights to the curriculum regardless of their gender, race, disability or ability. We plan work that is differentiated for the performance of all groups and individuals. Helmdon Primary School is committed to creating a positive climate that will enable everyone to work free from racial intimidation and harassment and to achieve their full potential.
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