[image: image1.png]



ENGLISH POLICY
Non-statutory Policy (Biennial Review)

GOVERNORS’ STANDARDS & CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
	Date next due for review by committee
	Reviewed by committee
	Any Changes YES/NO
	Approved by committee

 

	
	1 February 2022
	Updated policy
	1 February 2022

	January 2024
	24 January 2024
	Updated 
	24 January 2024

	January 2026
	21 January 2026
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Helmdon Primary School 
Policy on English

1
Aims and objectives 

1.1
English is a core national curriculum subject. The aim of this policy is to promote an inspirational and varied English curriculum in order to provide all children with the necessary skills to equip them for life. The study of English develops children’s ability to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes, including the communication of their ideas, views and feelings. Children are enabled to express themselves creatively and imaginatively as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as of non-fiction, IT and media texts. Children gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Children use their knowledge, skills and understanding in speaking and writing across a range of different situations.

1.2
Our objectives in the teaching of English are:

· to enable children to speak clearly and audibly and to take account of their listeners;

· to encourage children to listen with concentration, in order to identify the main points;
· to show children how to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and demands;

· to teach children effective communication, both verbal and non-verbal, through a variety of drama activities;
· to help them to become confident, independent readers through an appropriate focus on word-, sentence- and text-level knowledge;

· to develop enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with challenging and substantial texts;

· to foster the enjoyment of writing and a recognition of its value;

· to encourage accurate and meaningful writing, both narrative and non-fiction;

· to improve the planning, drafting and editing of their written work, employing appropriate spelling and grammar conventions.
2
Areas of English
2.1
Oracy: Speaking and Listening 
Speaking and listening skills – oracy - are the foundation of English. The ability to speak in, and “talk” sentences, precedes the mastery of written work. To encourage the children and ensure these skills are taught effectively, the school will: 
· ensure all children are exposed to good practice in both speaking and listening throughout the school; 
· give all children the opportunity to communicate through paired talk, small group work and larger group discussion, including whole school debates; 
· encourage children to share their news, their opinions and feedback information across the curriculum; 
· encourage children to listen to others, to respect turn-taking in conversation and to ask appropriate questions;
( 
provide opportunities for role play and drama activities to encourage imagination and plot development; 
· allow pupils to use a range of dramatic forms to express feelings and ideas both verbally and non-verbally; 
· provide opportunities for pupils to appreciate drama, both as participants and observers; 
· provide a wide range of stimuli for children to listen to and respond to.
2.2
Reading 
In order that all children are inspired to read and develop an enjoyment of reading:

· the school will teach reading (in Key Stage 1, this will primarily be through the Read, Write Inc. phonics programme);
· we will encourage children to read at home as well as in school by providing children with suitable ‘home reading’ books, which will be changed regularly;
· children will participate in reading challenges throughout the school (reading certificates and rewards; Accelerated Reader);
· the school will provide a wide range of literature suitable to all ages and reading abilities;
· adults will listen to children read on a regular basis, independently or in groups;
· we will teach key comprehension skills, including inference and deduction; 
· allow children to visit the school library to choose their own book/s; 
· provide opportunities for children to share their enjoyment of reading with their peers in class ‘Book Clubs’; 
· teach and develop research skills necessary for the use of dictionaries, atlases and other information books;
· adults will read aloud daily to children – at a minimum – during class “Story Time” in order to demonstrate good practice; 
· provide opportunities for regular independent reading; 
· appoint Reading Ambassadors to promote the school’s library and reading to all children and to support children in Key Stage 1 and 2;

· provide a stimulating and supportive environment to encourage a lifelong enjoyment of reading.
2.3
Writing

Writing sits at the heart of every subject and helps pupils to access the curriculum. Writing allows pupils to organise their thoughts, communicate clearly and deepen their understanding. Writing can also boost wellbeing and spark creativity, giving pupils a way to express themselves and make sense of their experiences The creative teaching of writing skills will be provided through topic-based learning and quality first teaching adapted to the needs of all learners. In addition, the school will: 
· use the Read, Write, Inc. phonics programme in Foundation Stage and Year 1 to teach phonetic writing alongside reading. 
· In all year groups, use a variety of teaching approaches, such as dictation exercises, whole-text-based teaching (The Literacy Tree) and drama, to teach writing skills;
· model effective and accurate writing skills, including correct grammar, sentence structure and spelling when appropriate;
· provide opportunities for children to draft, edit, improve and publish or share written work; 
· teach and reinforce correct spelling, sentence structure, punctuation and grammar where appropriate; 
· provide stimulating and imaginative writing activities related to non-core subjects; 
· encourage, praise and be interested in all attempts at writing;
· in-line with the school’s Marking Policy, provide pupil-specific and constructive criticism to improve the quality of children’s writing (see Marking Policy); 
· in-line with the school’s Handwriting Policy, teach handwriting daily (see Handwriting & Presentation Policy);
· ensure that children write for purpose in real life situations;
· encourage children to use writing targets to evaluate and improve own work;
· give children time to respond to marking next steps in order to improve their work;
· provide children with the opportunity to enter writing competitions, both within school and nationally.
3
Teaching and learning 
3.1 
At Helmdon School, we use a variety of teaching and learning styles (visual, auditory and kinaesthetic) in our English lessons. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding. We do this through daily Phonics lessons in Reception and Year 1; progression to whole-text based Writing lessons in Year 1 and Year 2; a minimum of 4 English Writing and 4 English Reading lessons per week in Key Stage 2, in which children experience a range of independent, group and class activities. They have the opportunity to experience a wide range of texts, and to support their work with a variety of resources. Children use IT in English lessons where it enhances their learning. Children are encouraged to use and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum. 
3.2 
In all classes, children have a wide range of abilities, and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies, such as scaffolded group or independent work; or asking children to work from the same starting point before moving on to develop their own ideas. We use classroom assistants to support some children, enabling work to be matched to the needs of individuals. For further details, see Inclusion Policy.
4
English planning  

4.1
In line with the national English curriculum, our yearly teaching programme identifies the key objectives in literacy that we teach every year. We plan lessons in English so that they build on the children’s prior learning. While we give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding, we also plan progression into the scheme of work, so that there is an increasing challenge for the children as they move up through the school.
5
The Foundation Stage
5.1 
As the Reception Class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the English aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals, which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. In Reception, the early learning goal for writing centres on transcription – supporting pupils to form letters, words and simple sentences. The format for the daily lesson is determined by the Read Write Inc. phonics programme, reinforced by additional whole-text lessons, when appropriate. In addition, Handwriting – with a specific focus on securing an effective tripod pencil grip and correct seated posture – is taught daily. We give all children the opportunity to talk and communicate in a wide range of situations, to respond to adults and to each other, to listen carefully, and to practise and extend their vocabulary and communication skills. They have the opportunity to explore words and texts, to enjoy them, to learn about them, and to use them in various situations.
6
Contribution of English to teaching in other curriculum areas

6.1 
The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied in, every subject of our curriculum. The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work at school. 
7
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and British Values

The teaching of English develops skills through which our children can offer critical responses to the moral questions they meet in their work. Their understanding and appreciation of a range of texts bring them into contact with their own literary heritage and with texts from a diverse range of cultures, all of which contribute to an understanding and appreciation of core British values. The organisation of our lessons allows children to work together and gives them the chance to discuss their ideas and results.

. 

8
Assessment 

Assessment of English is ongoing throughout the school year:

8.1 
The short-term assessments that teachers make as part of every lesson help them to adjust their daily/weekly plans. They match these short-term assessments closely to the teaching objectives. Written or verbal feedback is given to help guide children’s progress (see Marking Policy). 
8.2
In Reception and early Key Stage 1, all children will complete RWInc phonics placement/progress assessments every half term. In addition, a “words per minute” assessment will record reading fluency which will determine when a child has reached a sufficiently fluent level to progress to an assessment of reading comprehension (understanding).

8.3
From Year 1, all children will complete a formal reading assessment (3 times per year) once they are sufficiently fluent to independently access the assessment paper. All results will be recorded and monitored to inform interventions where necessary. 
9
Monitoring and review

9.1
The coordination and planning of the English curriculum are the responsibility of the subject leader, who also:

· supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping them informed about current developments in English and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject;

· with the head teacher, evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in English and indicates areas for further improvement.
9.2
This policy will be reviewed at least every two years.
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