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Helmdon Primary School
Religious Education Policy

Introduction
Religious Education (RE) at Helmdon Primary School will be provided in line with the legal requirements. These are that: 
 The basic curriculum will include provision for RE for all pupils on the school roll; 
 The content of RE shall reflect the fact that religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religious traditions represented in Great Britain. 
 The RE which is provided shall be in accordance with the locally Agreed Syllabus for Northamptonshire. 

Right to Withdraw
In keeping with the law, parents may withdraw their children from RE provided they give written notification to the school. The school will ensure that suitable supervision is provided. Please refer any questions about withdrawals to the Head teacher. 
We note that teachers can exercise their right to withdraw from teaching RE if they wish to do so but must give notice of their intention in writing to the Governing Body. 
RE does not seek to urge religious beliefs on children or staff, or to compromise the integrity of their own beliefs by promoting one religion over another. We hope that all parents and teachers will feel comfortable with the open Religious Education being taught at our school and we encourage the participation of all. 

Aims and objectives
RE is delivered using either the Saffron Academy Trust scheme (years 1, 5 and 6) or Kapow RE scheme (years 2, 3 and 4). By following either of these schemes we intend that Religious Education will:-
· adopt an enquiry- based approach as recommended by Ofsted, beginning with the children’s own life experience before moving into learning about and from religion.
· provoke challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, and issues of right and wrong, commitment and belonging. It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, and religious traditions that examine these questions, fostering personal reflection and spiritual development.
· encourage pupils to explore their own beliefs (religious or non-religious), in the light of what they learn, as they examine issues of religious belief and faith and how these impact on personal, institutional and social ethics; and to express their responses. 
· enable pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them flourish within their communities and as citizens in a diverse society.
· teach pupils to develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, and helps to challenge prejudice.
· prompt pupils to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others, and to explore how they might contribute to their communities and to wider society. It encourages empathy, generosity and compassion.
· develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery.
· nurture children’s own spiritual development.

Curriculum Organisation:
The Saffron Academy Trust RE scheme and the Kapow RE scheme brings together learning about and from religion, questioning and spiritual development. Teaching strategies are varied and are mindful of teaching and learning theories and the need for adaptive teaching. 
Learning is assessed and children have opportunity to express their own thoughts and beliefs and empathise with believers of that religion or belief position. 
RE is taught as a discrete subject covering specific units of work to ensure continuity, coherence and progression, but also has key cross curricular links to ensure that spiritual, moral, social and cultural aspects of RE are covered within the entire curriculum. British values are brought into all aspects of school life in addition to RE lessons, including assembly times.
The school provides appropriate resources and materials to support teaching activities. These include; books, artefacts, audio-visual aids, speakers and the opportunity to visit centres of worship.
We have links with our local church and also welcome visits from leaders of a variety of faiths.

Equal Opportunities 
In keeping with the aims of the school policy for equal opportunities, the teaching of RE endeavours to ensure that all pupils receive equal access to educational opportunities regardless of their religious beliefs, gender, race, ability, social background or physical capacity. Care is taken in RE to avoid the reinforcement of negative or stereotypical images and RE aims to celebrate and appreciate cultural diversity through a variety of materials, tasks and experiences, in order to reflect the cultural diversities of our society.

Responsibilities, Monitoring and Review:
Each class teacher is responsible for teaching and assessing R.E to their class group.  The coordination of the RE curriculum is the responsibility of the subject leader who:
· Monitors the children’s work and their progression
· Supports those who teach RE by providing leadership and direction and keeping them informed of developments.
· Reviews the RE policy and present it to the governors.
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