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Dear Parents and Carers,
Our Helmdon Values: Happiness, Perseverance, Success

Our assembly message this month:
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Head Teacher News

Our children this week have been working hard preparing for our Harvest celebrations. It has been a delight to see the whole
school community joining together to sing. The sound of singing echoing through the corridors is one of the highlights of being
in school. We are looking forward to sharing with you next Friday 16™ October - we will be ready to start as close to 9:15am as
possible. (It will depend how long it takes our youngest legs to walk up the hill to church!) Any parents who are free to
accompany us for the walk are very welcome, especially to support reception children.

Yesterday, we welcomed twelve new families into school for the first of three Open Day events. It was lovely to meet so many
new people, we just about squeezed everyone into the classrooms whilst we toured the school. Avery big thank you to the
staff team, but also to our wonderful children who were extremely polite and carried on working despite being eyed by over
twenty adults. Especially well done to Puffins for sharing their handwriting practice and to Parrots who gave a wonderful
impromptu rendition of their number bonds to 10 — they are so speedy at remembering all their facts!

We have also been visited this week by a beautiful little hedgehog who decided that lunchtime was the perfect time to run the
gauntlet across the playground and through the thundering feet of our excited footballers! Happily, we rescued “Helmdon the
Hedgehog” into a quiet, warm box for the remainder of the lunchtime. | am very happy that Sid and his Mum, who later found
Helmdon wandering the field again after school, scooped him up for safety and delivered him to Brackley Hogwatch.
Specialists at Brackley Hogwatch have suggested that “Helmdon” (who Sid has since renamed) is a young hedgehog, perhaps
separated from its mother and therefore vulnerable to predators. Our school hedgehog is therefore going to be cared for and
living happily at the Brackley centre until the warmer spring months. Well done Sid for being such a kind and caring soul,
looking after our natural visitors!

Chenderit Sports Event: Year 5 & 6 Football
Mr Felce writes:

On Thursday, nine of our Year 5 and 6 pupils represented Helmdon Primary at the football event hosted at Chenderit School.
The footballers flew the Helmdon flag beautifully throughout the tournament, showing great enthusiasm, determination and
teamwork in every match. Despite the results they had, their positivity shone through finishing in 8th place overall. Several
children also scored goals for Helmdon: Jude, Finley and Jacob.
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Just as importantly, the whole team demonstrated excellent spirit, encouraging one another and showing respect to players,
staff and other schools. We are incredibly proud of the way they played and represented our school. Well done to our

footballing heroes!

Diary Dates and Parent Visits

We are looking forward to welcoming all parents into school during the next month — dates here again in case you missed it.

Photographs

Harvest Festival Friday 16" October 9:15am St Mary Magdalene Church,
Helmdon
Individual School Tuesday 20" October 8.30am If you have younger siblings

at Acorns, you can bring
them to the playground at
8.30 to have photos taken
together

Cluster Schools Choir

Weds 215t October

Afternoon rehearsals

Waynflete Hall, MCS,

Tamsyn King SSCo Visit

Concert Performance 5:00-6:30pm Brackley
Celebration Assembly & Friday 23" October 9:00am Hall

Half Term Heroes

Meet the Teacher/Open Friday 23™ October 3:30-4:15pm Classes
Classrooms

FOHS Disco Friday 23 October 6:00-7:30pm Hall

Last Day of Term 1 Friday 23 October 3:15pm

First Day of Term 2 Monday 2" November 8:45am

Sports in School Thursday 5" November 9:00am-12:00pm Hall & Field

Year 6 Residential Tuesday 3" November 6:00-7:00pm Owls classroom

Information Event

Parents Evenings Monday 9" November 3:30-5:30pm Face to face meetings in hall
6:00-7:30pm

Parents Evenings Tuesday 10" November 3:30-6:00pm Face to face meetings in hall

Remembrance Event

Tuesday 11" November

To be confirmed

War Memorial

Reception 2027 Open
Morning

Tuesday 24" November

9:15-10:30am

Tour of school starting in hall

IMPORTANT REMINDER - FREE SCHOOL MEALS!

Less meals = less funding =less resources for the children for the following academic year!

There are still several families who need to share entitlement for free school meals.




PLEASE PLEASE let me or Mrs Kirkham know if you are able to claim a free school meal. Even if you still provide a packed
lunch, we can register for every child with entitlement and this provides additional essential funding for all children in our

school.

Friends of Helmdon School

FOHS Halloween Disco - Friday 23" October 6-7.30pm

Remember to book your tickets at £5 per child by next Friday 16/10/26.

Please follow this link to the booking form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHIQXzssf4nz-TUeJNDbFj-

rvsdwhnHv5BvOGDNVoiwlmmIQ/viewform

We also have a plea - to make the event run smoothly, we need more helpers than we have committee members so if you'd be
willing to help on one of the stalls, please let us know either in person or by emailing friendsofhelmdonschool@outlook.com.

Many thanks, Rebecca Mount, Chair of FOHS

FOHS AGM & Events Calendar

We have published the calendar of events for this year so you can save the dates.

Visit: www.helmdonprimaryschool.org for more information

A

Christmas Events

In case you missed them last week here are our Christmas Event dates:

FOHS Christmas Shop Orders

Friday 27" November

Orders to school

Reception & KS1 Nativity

Monday 30" November

Dress Rehearsal to school & village
invites

Reception & KS1 Nativity

Tuesday 1 December

2:00pm for Parents

Reception & KS1 Nativity

Wednesday 2nd December

9:30am for Parents

Reception & KS1 Nativity

Thursday 3™ December

9:30am for Parents

Helmdon Village Advent Windows

Tuesday 1% December

Advent Window Reveal (after dark!)

FOHS Christmas shop (top secret!)

Friday 4" December 9am-12pm

Hall - children only! Ssshh!

Christmas Cake Sale by Kingfishers

Friday 4" December 3:15pm

Playground

Christmas Mufti Day

Friday 11" December

Wear Mufti in exchange for a hamper
donation - all day!

FOHS Christmas Raffle Draw

Monday 14" December

Money and stubs to be returned to
school

KS2 carol Concert

Monday 14" December

Rehearsal to KS1 & village invites
church 9:30am

KS2 Carol Concert

Thursday 17" December

For parents 1:30pm in church

Fresh Start Christmas Lunch TBC!

Tuesday 15" December TBC!

Hall

Last Day of Term 2 & Half Term Heroes

Friday 18" December

Celebration Assembly 9:00am Hall

First Day of Term 3

Monday 4" January 2027
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Wrap Around Care
All contact for wraparound care should be made via email using our central booking email only:
wraparoundcare@helmdon.org

Please be aware that as much as we do not want to turn children away, we are now reaching our upper maximum capacity for
our wraparound care especially during the afternoon sessions. Our upper limit due to staffing ratios and safety in terms of
physical space is 26 pupils.

Therefore, please do try to book in advance, ideally by Thursday of the previous week so that we can plan sessions. If
numbers exceed twenty-six, we will have to explain that the club is full for that day and we do not wish for anyone to be
struggling with childcare.

Please be aware that late pick up will incur a fee as per our terms and conditions 2026/27.

Harvest Celebration in Helmdon Church - Saturday 17*" October 6pm

Helmdon church are holding a short, informal Harvest Celebration service aimed at children and families. Everyone is
welcome to come and sing some Harvest songs, donate items for the foodbank collection and stay after for refreshments,
including wine, soft drinks, nibbles and apple pie!

There will also be a traditional Harvest Festival service at 10.30am on Sunday 11" October with Children's Church and, again,
everyone is welcome.

Rev. Hugh White

Helmdon School are holding our Harvest celebrations in church on Friday 16th October at 9:15am. All families are welcome
to walk up to church with us or meet us in the church at Helmdon. All of the classes will be performing.
The children are asked to donate a tinned or packet item for Brackley Food Bank.

Most needed food bank items may include:

Tinned meat or fish

Tinned fruit or vegetables

Pantry staples e.g. pasta, rice, instant noodles, pasta sauces

Long Life drinks e.g. UHT milk, squash

Breakfast & Puddings: cereal, porridge, tinned rice pudding, custard

Reception Open days for 2027/2028 applications

Eligibility: Children born between 1 September 2026 and 31 August 2027 (turning 4 years old on or before 31 August 2027).
Opening Date: Applications opened on 10 September 2026.

Closing Deadline: Midnight on Friday, 15 January 2027. Applications must be submitted by this date to be considered on
time.

How to Apply: Online via the West Northamptonshire Council School Admissions page or portal.

To help families make their choices for applications we will be offering Open Days for parents to meet with me and to have a
tour of the school.

Our next Open Days are on:

Tuesday 24" November 9:15-10:30am
Wednesday 6" January 1:30-2:45pm

Year 7 Admissions Information

For those of you with pupils in Year 6 please be aware that many of the secondary schools have now concluded their Open
Day events. In order for families to explore the schools ahead of making applications for 2027 entry, parents will need to
request an individual appointment with each school if open days have been missed.

An online application form for Year 7 can be found https://cms.westnorthants.gov.uk/media/30398/download
Please be aware that some schools have a supplementary admissions form in addition to the online county
application.

All Year 7 applications must be completed by 31/10/2026
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Celebrations

Our STAR PUPILS this week are:

Class

Star Pupils

Reason

Reception Puffins

Isabelle

For being a wonderful role model to her friends- always
showing good manners, remembering to say please
and thank you and politely asking for permission

Year 1 Flamingos

Maddie

For taking beautiful care when writing and drawing

Year 2 Parrots

Orla-Mae
Kaiden

For caring about the classroom and helping to keep it
tidy without being asked. Really appreciated!

Year 3 Kingfishers

Grace

For her beautiful presentation of work and for showing
perseverance with her learning

Year 4 Emus

Alexis

Anais

For independently carrying out additional research
about Sutton Hoo at home - but especially for the
wonderful, mature & eloquent explanation about the
artefacts and history of Sutton Hoo shared with the
class.

For answering correctly a very challenging science
question posed by Mrs Greig — that was thought to be
impossible to answer — but Anais did!

Year 5 Owls

Rosie

Excellent determination and positive behaviour since
returning to school - keep up the super work!

Year 6 Owls

Jackson

Zia

For showing resilience in PE —Jackson kept trying in
bench ball until he succeeded and scored the winning
goal!

Working extremely hard in maths. | am particularly
impressed with Zia’s knowledge of common multiples
and factors
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Our happy birthday wishes go to Lilly K for last weekend. Also, happy birthday greetings to Charlie P,

Louie H, Freddie M, Edith G and Owen P who all have birthdays to celebrate this week.

Helmdon Village Fireworks

Keep the date: Saturday 14" November from 5:30pm

Wishing you all a safe and happy weekend

Kathryn Crawford

Head Teacher




Safeguarding and Child Protection

Designated Safeguarding Lead Kathryn Crawford head@helmdon.northants-ecl.gov.uk
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead Samantha Castle s.castle@helmdon.org

If you have any concerns about the health, welfare or safety of a child in the Helmdon Primary School community please come and see me or email on
the details above.

However, if you think a child is in immediate danger, please call Northamptonshire Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0300 126 7000 and/or call
999.

Online safety
The school’s online safety team includes:

Kathryn Crawford head@helmdon.northants-ecl.gov.uk
Michael Felce m.felce@helmdon.org

Please speak to either of us if you have any concerns about e-safety or use our emails to make contact.
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